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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 18-20, 23, 24-28, 30, 33-36, 38-39 and 42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Muguet (US Pat No 4,787,063). 

In regard to claim 1 , Muguet discloses a system utilizing codes controlling a 
plurality of processes. The claimed limitation of "processing means, for performing 
processes related to multiple functions" is met by Figure 1 (See Col 3, Lines 48-67; Col 
4, Lines 1-5). The claimed limitation of "allocation means, for allocating, to said multiple 
processes, different codes for performing said multiple processes" is met by the 
computer center (1) shown in Figure 1 . "The computer center (1) includes a central 
processing unit and main or auxilliary memories. In the memories there are: 1. the 
computer programs or the set of instructions which describe the different methods of 
implementing the devices of the system, i.e., setting the devices together to work, and 
also the codes (A) used to identify and to establish a link between the interface (5) and 
the computer center (1); 2. the codes (B1) of the input language and the codes (B2) of 
output language of the interface (5); it will be shown further that, according to the layout 
of the interface (5), the codes (B1) and (B2) may be different; and 3. a data base (W) in 
which are stored information about the television or the radio programs for the next 
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weeks. The information about a TV program includes the characteristics such as the 
channel number or frequency, the forecast start/stop time, and also, as a very 
interesting optional feature, the codes (F) which allows the indentification of the real 
time start/stop broadcast (E) codes. The definition of the TV programs is carried out 
independently, by the computer center, and it is possible to define programs or 
subprograms in a way not found in the official time-tables of the television or radio 
companies" (Col 4, Lines 11-36). The claimed limitation of "control means, for 
controlling said processing means to perform said processes in accordance with the 
codes allocated by said allocation means" is met by Figure 1 , Item 6. "The apparatus 
as afore-described can be implemented and used to help the user in his task of 
scheduling his appliance (6), most often a VCR. One way of helping the user is to make 
the access to the TV programs 1 information easier, and to make the process of selecting 
programs and scheduling programs almost simultaneous and with no additional 
operations" (Col 4, Lines 37-44). The claimed limitation of "wherein said allocation 
means allocates a predetermined code for a specific process of said multiple processes, 
and allocates a code, other than said predetermined code, for processes other than said 
specific process" is met by is met by the computer center (1 ) shown in Figure 1 . 
"Following each kind of interface and model of videorecorder, the codes (B1), the 
computation (T1) and the result (c) would be different. It is also possible to prepare the 
computation in advance. Once every week, or every two weeks, with the help of a 
computer center (1), a preparatory step is to assemble and combine (T2 operation), as 
follows: 1 . the whole data base (W) and, more precisely, the characteristics of the 
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chosen programs, i.e., the channel references, the forecast start/stop hours, and, as a 
preferred option, the (F) identification codes; and 2. the codes (B1) of the input 
language which commands the interface (5) and the timer (7). The result of the 
computation (T2) is the set of (C) codes which can be appended to the data base (W)" 
(Col 5, Lines 16-31). 

In regard to claim 2, the Muguet discloses that the codes change from program 
to program and with time (See Col 5, Lines 10-15). 

In regard to claim 3, the disclosed set of codes defines the channel and the start 
and stop time of recording. The tune-to channel is the specific process and the start 
and stop time of recording is the process other than the specific process. 

In regard to claim 4 and 5, Muguet discloses "setting means for setting the 
number of digits for a code composed of multiple numerical digits, wherein a code 
having said number of digits that is set is allocated for processes other than said, 
wherein said setting means is capable of setting, from among multiple sets of the 
numbers of digits, the number of digits for corresponding users" (See Col 13, Lines 4- 
44). 

In regard to claim 7, different codes are assigned to a plurality of programs. 
Therefore, if one program is more popular than another, a unique code has been 
assigned for a program with high use frequency. 

In regard to claim 18, Muguet discloses "protocol communication means for 
performing protocol communication with an external device, wherein said specific 
process includes a process for outputting to said display means, via said protocol 
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communication means, information related to an operation panel used to operate said 
external device." as seen in Figure 1 . "The user may access, through his terminal (4) 
and the network (2), to the data base (W), and then, with the help of whatever good 
interrogation software, selects the TV programs he wants to record. The selections have 
to be made, while taking into account that there is no way to record two programs in the 
same time frame. The user forms a set (w) of the programs he wants to record." (Col 4, 
Lines 43-51). 

Claim 19 is met by that discussed for claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 20, Muguet discloses display means as Figure 1 , Item 32. 

In regard to claim 23, Muguet discloses a system utilizing codes controlling a 
plurality of processes. The claimed limitation of "allocating different codes to multiple 
processes related to multiple functions in order to perform said multiple processes" is 
met by the computer center (1 ) shown in Figure 1 . "The computer center (1 ) includes a 
central processing unit and main or auxilliary memories. In the memories there are: 1. 
the computer programs or the set of instructions which describe the different methods of 
implementing the devices of the system, i.e., setting the devices together to work, and 
also the codes (A) used to identify and to establish a link between the interface (5) and 
the computer center (1); 2. the codes (B1) of the input language and the codes (B2) of 
output language of the interface (5); it will be shown further that, according to the layout 
of the interface (5), the codes (B1 ) and (B2) may be different; and 3. a data base (W) in 
which are stored information about the television or the radio programs for the next 
weeks. The information about a TV program includes the characteristics such as the 
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channel number or frequency, the forecast start/stop time, and also, as a very 
interesting optional feature, the codes (F) which allows the indentification of the real 
time start/stop broadcast (E) codes. The definition of the TV programs is carried out 
independently, by the computer center, and it is possible to define programs or 
subprograms in a way not found in the official time-tables of the television or radio 
companies" (Col 4, Lines 11-36). The claimed limitation of "processing means, for 
performing processes related to multiple functions" is met by Figure 1 (See Col 3, Lines 
48-67; Col 4, Lines 1-5). The claimed limitation of "performing said multiple processes 
in accordance with said different codes allocated by said allocation means" is met by 
Figure 1 , Item 6. 'The apparatus as afore-described can be implemented and used to 
help the user in his task of scheduling his appliance (6), most often a VCR. One way of 
helping the user is to make the access to the TV programs' information easier, and to 
make the process of selecting programs and scheduling programs almost simultaneous 
and with no additional operations" (Col 4 t Lines 37-44). The claimed limitation of 
"wherein, at said allocation step, a predetermined code is allocated for a specific 
process of said multiple processes, and a code, other than said predetermined code, is 
allocated for processes other than said specific process" is met by is met by the 
computer center (1) shown in Figure 1. "Following each kind of interface and model of 
videorecorder, the codes (B1), the computation (T1) and the result (c) would be 
different. It is also possible to prepare the computation in advance. Once every week, or 
every two weeks, with the help of a computer center (1 ), a preparatory step is to 
assemble and combine (T2 operation), as follows: 1 . the whole data base (W) and, 
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more precisely, the characteristics of the chosen programs, i.e., the channel references, 
the forecast start/stop hours, and, as a preferred option, the (F) identification codes; and 
2. the codes (B1) of the input language which commands the interface (5) and the timer 
(7). The result of the computation (T2) is the set of (C) codes which can be appended to 
the data base (W)" (Col 5, Lines 16-31). 

In regard to claim 24, the claimed limitation of "reception means for receiving a 
television signal" is met by Receiver 61 of Figure 1 . The claimed limitation of 
"processing means, for performing processes related to multiple functions" is met by 
Figure 1 (See Col 3, Lines 48-67; Col 4, Lines 1-5). The claimed limitation of "allocation 
means, for allocating, to said multiple processes, different codes for performing said 
multiple processes" is met by the computer center (1) shown in Figure 1. "The 
computer center (1) includes a central processing unit and main or auxilliary memories. 
In the memories there are: 1 . the computer programs or the set of instructions which 
describe the different methods of implementing the devices of the system, i.e., setting 
the devices together to work, and also the codes (A) used to identify and to establish a 
link between the interface (5) and the computer center (1); 2. the codes (B1) of the input 
language and the codes (B2) of output language of the interface (5); it will be shown 
further that, according to the layout of the interface (5), the codes (B1) and (B2) may be 
different; and 3. a data base (W) in which are stored information about the television or 
the radio programs for the next weeks. The information about a TV program includes 
the characteristics such as the channel number or frequency, the forecast start/stop 
time, and also, as a very interesting optional feature, the codes (F) which allows the 
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indentification of the real time start/stop broadcast (E) codes. The definition of the TV 
programs is carried out independently, by the computer center, and it is possible to 
define programs or subprograms in a way not found in the official time-tables of the 
television or radio companies" (Col 4, Lines 1 1-36). The claimed limitation of "control 
means, for controlling said processing means to perform said processes in accordance 
with the codes allocated by said allocation means" is met by Figure 1 , Item 6. "The 
apparatus as afore-described can be implemented and used to help the user in his task 
of scheduling his appliance (6), most often a VCR. One way of helping the user is to 
make the access to the TV programs' information easier, and to make the process of 
selecting programs and scheduling programs almost simultaneous and with no 
additional operations" (Col 4, Lines 37-44). The claimed limitation of "wherein said 
allocation means allocates a predetermined code for a specific process of said multiple 
processes, and allocates a code, other than said predetermined code, for processes 
other than said specific process" is met by is met by the computer center (1) shown in 
Figure 1 . "Following each kind of interface and model of videorecorder, the codes (B1 ) t 
the computation (T1) and the result (c) would be different. It is also possible to prepare 
the computation in advance. Once every week, or every two weeks, with the help of a 
computer center (1), a preparatory step is to assemble and combine (T2 operation), as 
follows: 1 . the whole data base (W) and, more precisely, the characteristics of the 
chosen programs, i.e., the channel references, the forecast start/stop hours, and, as a 
preferred option, the (F) identification codes; and 2. the codes (B1) of the input 
language which commands the interface (5) and the timer (7). The result of the 
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computation (T2) is the set of (C) codes which can be appended to the data base (W)" 
(Col 5, Lines 16-31). 

In regard to claim 25, the Muguet discloses that the codes change from program 
to program and with time (See Col 5, Lines 10-15). 

In regard to claim 26, the disclosed set of codes defines the channel and the start 
and stop time of recording. The tune-to channel is the specific process and the start 
and stop time of recording is the process other than the specific process. 

In regard to claim 27 and 28, Muguet discloses "setting means for setting the 
number of digits for a code composed of multiple numerical digits, wherein a code 
having said number of digits that is set is allocated for processes other than said, 
wherein said setting means is capable of setting, from among multiple sets of the 
numbers of digits, the number of digits for corresponding users" (See Col 13, Lines 4- 
44). 

In regard to claim 30, different codes are assigned to a plurality of programs. 
Therefore, if one program is more popular than another, a unique code has been 
assigned for a program with high use frequency. 

In regard to claim 33, Muguet discloses "input means enters program data 
received through television broadcasting and wherein said multiple processes include 
the selection of a channel whereat said program data are included" (See Col 13, Lines 
4-44). 

In regard to claim 34 , Muguet discloses that the code contains the channel 
number. 
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In regard to claim 35, Muguet discloses that the process other than the "specific 
process" is for recording (See Col 4, Lines 36-39). 

In regard to claim 36, Muguet discloses digital TV broadcasting. "One or several 
digital broadcast center (11); the data broadcast could be done while a TV or radio 
program is being broadcast or on a dedicated channel. The broadcast could be done 
over the air or over cables. One digital broadcast could be enough; for terrestrial TV 
emitters, a popular technique is to broadcast data during the blanking interval. On the 
same data broadcast resource, it is possible by time or packet multiplexing to put in 
several data channels. The channel (U) can be within a dedicated data channel, or 
within a video or radio channel" (Col 9, Lines 9-19). 

Claim 38 is met by that discussed above for claim 24. 

In regard to claim 39, Muguet discloses display means as Figure 1 , Item 32. 

In regard to claim 42, Muguet discloses that the user may search the database 
for a program of interest. "After a user has accessed the computer center (1 ), the user 
tells the computer center (1) that he wants to read the titles, and/or other information 
about the program scheduled to be recorded by his videorecorder (6). Then the 
/ computer center sends the interrogation codes, over the network (2) to the interface (5). 

The interface (5) then could read the (d) codes stored in the memories of the timer (7). 
Another way is to make the timer (7) display the data and to catch the (d) display data" 
(Col 5, Lines 45-54). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6, 8-13, 15, 29 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Muguet. 

In regard to claims 6 and 29, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose the allocating 
different codes for the processes within a certain amount of time. However, the 
examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to implement 
unique codes with respect to processes so as to avoid system conflicts. Consequently, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Muguet with 
the allocating different codes for the processes within a certain amount of time for the 
stated advantage. 

In regard to claims 8-10 and 31-32, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose that the 
user may input the code manually. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
notoriously well known in the art to user may input a code manually where the code 
represent a channel number and the corresponding process is the channel change so 
as to allow the user to view a channel of interest. Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Muguet so that the user may input 
the code manually for the stated advantage. 
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In regard to claim 15, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose receiving data in a 
markup language. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well 
known in the art to receive data in a markup language so as to take advantage of the 
systematic organizational structure of the language. Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Muguet with for the stated 
advantage. 

In regard to claim 1 1 , Muguet discloses "input means enters program data 
received through television broadcasting and wherein said multiple processes include 
the selection of a channel whereat said program data are included" (See Col 13, Lines 
4-44). 

In regard to claim 12, Muguet discloses that the code contains the channel 
number. 

In regard to claim 13, Muguet discloses that the process other than the "specific 
process" is for recording (See Col 4, Lines 36-39). 

5. Claims 14 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Muguet in view of Medvinsky (US Pat App Pub No 2004/0194124). 

In regard to claims 14 and 37, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose receiving and 
displaying email data. Medvinsky discloses disclose receiving and displaying email 
data so as allow the user to use the set top box for personal computer tasks (Paragraph 
0024). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Muguet to receive and display email data for the stated 
advantage. 
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6. Claims 16-17, 21-22, 40-41 and 43-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Muguet in view of Sullivan (US Pat No. 6,591,421). 

In regard to claims 16-17, 21 , 40, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose the outputting 
of code information to a printer. Sullivan teaches outputting EPG information to a 
printer so as to provide the use with another form of output (Col 3, Lines 62-67; Col 4, 
Lines 1-6). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Muguet to output system information so as to so as to 
provide the use with another form of output. 

In regard to claims 22, 41, 49-50 and 52-53, the aforementioned combined 
teaching fails to explicitly disclose the use printing at a predetermined time and means 
for manually setting the predetermined time as claimed. However, the examiner gives 
Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to use predetermined printing 
times and providing means for manually setting the predetermined time so as to allow 
the user to print information on a regular basis for convenience. Consequently, it would 
have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the combined 
teaching with predetermined printing times and means for manually setting the 
predetermined so as to allow the user to print information on a regular basis for 
convenience. 

In regard to claim 43, the recited limitations are my by that discussed for claim 1 
except, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose the outputting of code information to a printer. 
Sullivan teaches outputting EPG information to a printer so as to provide the use with 
another form of output (Col 3, Lines 62-67; Col 4, Lines 1-6). Accordingly, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Muguet to output system information so as to so as to provide the use with another form 
of output. 

In regard to claim 44, the Muguet discloses that the codes change from program 
to program and with time (See Col 5, Lines 10-15). 

In regard to claim 45, the disclosed set of codes defines the channel and the start 
and stop time of recording. The tune-to channel is the specific process and the start 
and stop time of recording is the process other than the specific process. 

In regard to claims 46 and 47, the aforementioned combined teaching fails to 
explicitly disclose that the user may input the code manually. However, the examiner 
takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to user may input a code 
manually where the code represent a channel number and the corresponding process is 
the channel change so as to allow the user to view a channel of interest. Consequently, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the combined 
teaching so that the user may input the code manually for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 48, Muguet discloses that the process other than the "specific 
process" is for recording (See Col 4, Lines 36-39). 

In regard to claim 51 , the recited limitations are my by that discussed for claim 1 
except, Muguet fails to explicitly disclose the outputting of code information to a printer. 
Sullivan teaches outputting EPG information to a printer so as to provide the use with 
another form of output (Col 3, Lines 62-67; Col 4, Lines 1-6). Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
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Muguet to output system information so as to so as to provide the use with another form 
of output. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



JM 

December 1 1 , 2005 



^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




